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A Message from David Watson,
Musical Director, Phoenix Brass
I would like to extend my sincere thanks to everyone who has
supported Phoenix Brass band throughout 2018. The tireless
work of members of the ‘Friends of Phoenix’, assisting behind
the scenes and carrying out fund raising activities, and the
commitment of everyone associated with the band.
Sadly, some of our supporters of the band have passed away during 2018 and our thoughts are with their
families.
During 2018 the band has been pleased to support many organisations both in fund raising and giving
enjoyment and pleasure. This has only been possible through the dedication and strong commitment of all
the musicians who have travelled the large area our increased number of engagements have covered. I
would like to thank them most sincerely for all their hard work in making another successful year for the
Band.
I would also like to thank Marilyn Mason, Training Band Director, and all members of the Training Band,
and their tutors, who meet regularly every Saturday morning to practice and the commitment of their
parents in transporting these younger players to their rehearsals.
Last, but not least, may I express my thanks to all our audiences whose attendance and applause has
encouraged us to greater achievement.
May I wish you all a very Happy New Year.
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Once again the training section of Phoenix has had a really good few months with the 'run up' to Christmas.
We have attracted quite a few new players of all ages and at the moment are running a 'Beginners' Group
as well as accommodating the 'total beginners' with individual lessons and running the main Training Band
practice. They all need a lot of patient help to progress and if any of you can spare a few minutes on a
Saturday morning…………even if only now and then……..you would be most welcome.
Our Christmas concert was good fun and very well supported. Thanks to all who came and provided
enthusiastic support (and cakes). I would especially like to thank Terri, Brian and Richard for their help each
week.

We are often asked why the Training Band members do not move on to join the Main Band.
How many of you know any Training Band players?
By sight or name?
If you don't know them, they will not know you, and maybe this makes them reluctant to come and try and
join a group of competent musicians who are complete strangers!! If anyone has any ideas how we can
remedy this situation David and I are open to any suggestions.
Finally the Training Band would like to wish you all the best of everything for 2019.

Marilyn Mason
Training Band Director
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Happy New Year to all our members!
I would like to thank everyone who has supported us over the past year. The Christmas Draw resulted in
slightly less income when compared to the 2017 Draw. However, it did help raise in excess of £480 for the
band after deduction of ticket costs. A very BIG thank you to all those who bought or helped to sell tickets
since the success of the Christmas draw is vital, and we rely heavily on the goodwill of players and
members. Congratulations to all the winners - please see the list below.
No

Prize

Ticket

Winning name on ticket

1

Hamper

2093

Cynthia Treweek

2

Hamper

2995

John Miles

3

Soave White Wine

1867

Chris Peacock

4

Tin Quality Street

3665

Garrisons (Iain)

5

Toiletries

3396

Maureen Newton

6

Geodesis Fragrance Candle

2192

Zara Taylor

7

M&S Choc Biscuits

912

A Wilkins

8

Amaretto

675

J Richardson

9

Family Circle Biscuits

1792

Mary Nockton

10

Mayfair London Toilet

3060

Jane Osborne

11

Mulled wine

3274

Di Rebecca

12

Joules Body Care

2748

07812453588

13

Cava

1385

Helena

14

Chocolates / Biscuits

2571

Doreen Hall

15

Extracts Toiletries

1494

Gray

16

Father Christmas Mug & Chocolates

2146

Lewis Honda

17

Tin Quality Street

3487

C Roberts

18

Bottle of White Wine

933

A Wilkins

19

Blue Turtle

1887

Chris Peacock

20

Tin Quality Street

4193

Daisy Walley

21

Teddy

3008

Mrs Ivy Grey

22

Chocolates / Biscuits

3257

Sue Grover

23

Mulled Wine

2351

Mrs Slater

24

Bottle of Sherry

3935

Mr & Mrs Waller

25

Christmas Decorations

1568

F Munrow (Ian)

26

Royal Bouquet Toiletries

133

Thelma Cook

27

Liquorice Allsorts

538

Mrs A Middleton

28

Celebrations

2142

Baz

29

Party Pack

3926

Mr & Mrs Waller

30

Cards

1598

Garrisons (Ian)

31

Wrapping Paper

2541

Grainger

32

Photo Album

3902

Mr & Mrs Waller

33

Crackers / Baubles

1033

Lexi Withers

It was extremely disappointing that we were unable to publish a Friends of Phoenix Recipe Book. This was
due to the very poor response with just one recipe received. The Friends of Phoenix committee thought that
this would be an easy way to help raise funds for the Band and it was sad that this proved to be impossible.
Betty Walley
Chair, Friends of Phoenix
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2019 Membership Fees
A reminder……..the Friends of Phoenix membership fees
fall due for renewal this month. Your membership and
support are invaluable to the band. As many of you will be
aware by now, Phoenix Brass is an autonomous
organisation and is completely self-financing since it
receives no sponsorship or other funding. Your
membership fee enables the Band to purchase new music,
uniforms and contribute towards new instruments when
required. The annual fee is £5.00 per person.
The opportunity has been taken to include a Membership Form for your completion and return if you would
like to renew for another year. Completion of the remittance form is particularly important since it will allow
us to ensure that our records are up to date, so please insert full details including address and post code.
There is also the opportunity to provide an email address and/or update an email address should you prefer
to receive communications such as this letter and electronic copies of the Flame via this method. We also
offer the ability to pay the annual subscription by Standing Order and a form is included.
Thank you.

Lottery Winners
October 2018

-

Pete and Beryl Bell

November 2018

-

Margaret Paterson

December 2018

-

Mr and Mrs R Couch

There are still six unsold numbers available should anyone like to purchase a new or additional bonus balls.
It costs £12 a year and if your number is the bonus ball in the National Lottery on the last Saturday of the
month, you win £25!
Please contact Marilyn Mason, 01672 512634, for further details.
This is a good way to support Phoenix Brass.
Thank you for your support.

Please note that, after more than 30 years at Newby Acre, Marlborough,
David and Irene Watson have recently moved address to:
1 Wheatsheaf Cottage
Ogbourne St Andrew
Marlborough
Wiltshire
SN8 1RZ
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Players from Phoenix Brass enjoyed an extremely busy festive period with a total of thirteen public and
private engagements throughout December 2018 in the lead up to Christmas. The Christmas Concert at
The Walwyn Hall in Lambourn started the Christmas season this year, quickly followed by the Kennet
Gateway Club, Woodborough, the Burbage Christmas Tree Sale outside All Saints Church and carols at
The Tipple Inn, Collingbourne Ducis.
There were new venues in 2018 which saw the Band perform on two separate occasions at the Swindon
Designer Outlet Centre, Newbury Racecourse and the Club (formerly The Conservative Club) in Newbury.
The Band was invited to return to the Swindon Designer Outlet Centre to play to Christmas shoppers! The
Centre was extremely busy and the players entertained the crowds, with many taking a break from the
frenetic activity to listen to the varied pieces of Christmas music.
Players braved the particularly freezing and bitter weather to provide the musical backcloth to the Newbury
Racecourse Residents Carol Service. Playing several festive tunes followed by Christmas Carols, residents
and locals joined in the singing, supported by St Mary’s Church, Greenham, to get everyone in the festive
spirit.
Unfortunately, the band was unable to perform carols in Marlborough High Street as scheduled due to the
inclement weather. However, players performed carols and festive tunes at the Tesco Stores in
Marlborough and Tidworth. The Band concluded their Christmas engagement programme by performing to
the residents of Coombe End Court Nursing Home in Marlborough which provides and supports the elderly
with dementia, respite and day care. Many residents joined the players as they played festive tunes and
carols in the café/bistro at the Home, whilst others listened from the comfort of the lounges and individual
bedrooms.
They have now just resumed band rehearsals after taking a well-earned rest over Christmas and the New
Year. A selection of photographs appear below, with more commentary and pictures available via the News
and Gallery pages on the website: https://www.phoenixbrassband.co.uk
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Steve Rogers and Charlie Rogers
As many of you may have heard by now Steve
Rogers, former Principal Trombone player and his
son, Charlie, who played percussionist, have both left
the Band due to personal demands and other
commitments. It was a heart wrenching decision for
Steve to make but he travelled to rehearsals and
engagements from his home in Cirencester which
was no mean feat in itself.
Steve’s last formal engagement was at the
Remembrance Parade and Service in Marlborough in
November, but he kindly played at the Christmas
Concert at The Walwyn Hall, Lambourn in early
December.

Charlie came through Training Band and was
becoming an able percussionist at engagements.
The Band will miss both players and extend their
best wishes to them for the future

Finally, thought for the day from Marilyn Mason

Many thanks indeed to everyone who has kindly supplied photographs used in this edition of the
Flame.
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Ways To Improve Band



















Everyone should play the same piece
During a concert stop at every repeat sign and discuss in detail whether to take the repeat or not. The
audience will love this a lot!
If you play a wrong note, give a nasty look to your partner
Always keep your fingering chart handy. You can always catch up with the others
Carefully tune your instrument before playing. That way you can play out of tune all night with a clear
conscience
Take your time turning pages
The right note at the wrong time is a wrong note (and vice-versa)
If everyone gets lost except you, follow those who get lost
Strive to get the maximum NPS (notes per second). That way you gain the admiration of the
incompetent
Markings for slurs, dynamics and ornaments should not be observed. They are only there to embellish
the score and make it look nice
If a passage is difficult, slow down.If it's easy speed up. Everything will work itself out in the end
If you are completely lost, stop everyone else and say , "I think we should tune"
Happy are those who have not perfect pitch, for the kingdom of music is theirs
If the ensemble has to stop because of you, explain in detail why you got lost. Everyone will be very
interested
A true interpretation is realised when there remains not one note of the original left
A wrong note played timidly is a wrong note. A wrong note played with authority is an interpretation
When everyone else has finished playing, you should not play any notes left over
Never, ever look at the conductor. He might mistake it for interest and try and put some real music in the
piece

What else would you like to see in the Phoenix Flame?
If anyone would like any specific inclusions in the Flame, do let me know. For example, ‘Player Profiles’,
Items for Sale, Cookery Recipes, etc, etc.
How about a band player baby/toddler competition with prizes(s)? Photos would however be required!
This is your Flame and suggestions would be greatly appreciated.
Many thanks.
Email: r.fradgley@btinternet.com or davidwatson57@tiscali.co.uk

Remember to look at the band website for the up to date diary, news items and gallery of
photographs: www.phoenixbrassband.co.uk.

9

Please note the following ‘public’ events / engagements:
Tuesday, 22 January 2019
Annual Band Meeting at Froxfield Memorial Hall, 7.30pm
Sunday, 31 March 2019
Concert with The Cromwell Singers at St Lawrence Church, Hungerford, 2.30pm
Sunday, 5 May 2019
Lambourn Vintage Machinery Society Show
Saturday, 11 May 2019
Band Dinner & Awards Evening, Royal British Legion, Hungerford, 7.00 for 7.30pm
Sunday, 9 June 2019
Reception at Littlecote House, near Hungerford
(it will be 75 years since the last minute planning for D-Day was being undertaken at Littlecote House.
Visitors, guests, and locals will be invited to gather at Ramsbury Airfield for a commemoration service,
where an information board, Remembrance Plaque and the Memorial stone will be unveiled)
Sunday, 7 July 2019
St Michael and All Angels Church Fete, Lambourn, 2.30pm
Sunday, 4 August 2019
Victoria Park Bandstand, Newbury, 3.00pm
Saturday, 7 December 2019
25th Annual Burbage Christmas Tree Sale
Thursday, 12 December 2019
“Brass and Carols” at the Tipple Inn, Collingbourne Ducis, 7.30pm
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Friends of Phoenix
Phoenix Brass are pleased that they are able to provide pleasure through their music to so many people
and hope that it can continue for many years. A brass band however is expensive to run and, though the
players themselves contribute a great deal, Phoenix Brass could not continue to operate in its success
without the support of others.
A supporters’ organisation, Friends of Phoenix, was formed in 1994. With a membership that includes
parents, relatives, friends and enthusiastic listeners they have supported the band in every possible way.
This highly enthusiastic support group has provided fund raising, refreshments for concerts, transport for
players and running social events for band members.
For an annual fee of just £5.00 each 'Friend' receives newsletters and concession tickets for admission to
certain events.
If you wish to become a member of Friends of Phoenix, or wish to renew an existing membership, and
support the band please complete the form below and hand it or post it to either:
Mr R Fradgley, Rose Marie, 131 Priory Road, Hungerford, Berkshire RG17 0AP; or
Mr D Watson, 1 Wheatsheaf Cottage, Ogbourne St Andrew, Marlborough, Wiltshire SN8 1RZ
Alternatively, you can pass the form to any band member or officer in an envelope clearly marked with your
name stating it is for membership to Friends of Phoenix.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Surname:…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…
Forename:……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Address:……………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………….Post Code ………………………………………….
Telephone Number…………………………………………………………………………………………………
Email address…...…………………………………………………………………………………………….
Please indicate by inserting a cross if you prefer all communications to be sent to the email address

Amount Enclosed…………………………..................................................................

Cheque/Cash
£.

Option to pay by standing order and completion of attached form…………………………………
Please indicate by inserting a cross if you are completing the Standing Order Form

Signature………………………………………………………Date………………………………………….........
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Friends of Phoenix Brass Band - Bankers Order

To .................................................................................................................................Bank / Building Society

...........................................................................................................................................................................
(FULL address of your Bank / Building Society)

...........................................................................................................................................................................
Please pay to Lloyds Bank, East Ham Branch, sort code – 30-92-93
for the credit of the account of Friends of Phoenix
Account Number - 68576860
the sum of £................
(Figures)

.............................................................................. with effect from the ...…. day of
(Words)

............................…20..…….and the same amount each year until further notice.

Name of your account to be debited................................................................................................................

Account Number

Sort Code

Signed...................................................................................Date ...................................................................
Address
...........................................................................................................................................................................
...............................................................................................Post Code..........................................................

Telephone Number…………………………….Email address……………...........................................................

Please do NOT return the form to your Bank.
Please return the completed and signed form to Mr D Watson or Mr R Fradgley
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