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A Message from David Watson, Musical Director, Phoenix Brass
What a wonderful summer we are having, well for some anyhow. However, there are some like my wife,
Irene, and are hardworking secretary, Richard, who do not like it so hot.
The players in the band also find it hard going when they must play in such heat, but they have continued
with no complaints. So, a very big thank you to all the players.
It was a slow start to our summer season with the Lambourn Spring Working being cancelled and no
engagements in June. This is the first time I have known that because June is normally a busy month, so
we must look towards the end of the year to make for the loss in this summer season. It was good to get
started in July with Lambourn Church Fete followed by the HADCAF concert, which was held indoors
because it was felt it would be better for the audience out of the strong sun and heat. Then we played in
Victoria Park Bandstand, Newbury where we had a good audience. Some years ago, we played in
Swanage Bandstand, before it was damaged in a storm. During a recent holiday I discovered that a group
of people had got together to raise money to repair it. They had got the money to repair the floor and the
pillars and were working hard to get the last £40,000 for a new roof so we offered to go and play in the
Bandstand to help towards their fundraising efforts and they would keep any monies raised on the day.
On Sunday, 5 August we set off by coach with players, family members and some “Friends” for a day at the
seaside. Unfortunately, due to heavy traffic we were later than we thought arriving but found time for lunch
including fish and chips for some. We played to a good audience and £296 was raised for the fund, a little
towards the £40,000. Now we have a short break before a busy September.
There is some sad news I must report and that is the passing of Doreen Palmer, a long time Chair Lady of
the Friends of Phoenix. Doreen and her husband, Cyril, who was treasurer of Friends
both worked very hard for the Band and we have a lot to thank them for.
[Please see Page 2 for a tribute to Doreen]
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Remembering Doreen Palmer
Doreen Palmer sadly passed away on 7 June 2018 at The Prospect Hospice after a long illness.
Doreen will be remembered by many players and Friends as being a stalwart member and official
of the Friends of Phoenix, where she
was ably accompanied by her
husband, Cyril.
The Friends of Phoenix continued
under the guidance and hard work of
Doreen as a former, excellent Chair
Lady assisted by Cyril as Treasurer.
Their support was incalculable and
without them both the band would
have found it much harder to exist.
Their spirit survives, and we send our
love and thoughts to Anthony (Tug)
and Barbara and ALL their respective
families for their sad loss. We will
fondly remember both Doreen and
Cyril for years to come and thank
them for all their work in the past.
The picture below, obtained from the
archives, depicts Doreen serving teas
and coffees at a Band event which
she excelled at in her own humorous
and amusing way.

Brand New Website and Facebook Page
www.phoenixbrassband.co.uk
We are delighted to announce that the Phoenix Brass Band now have a wonderful new website.
Our old website had become broken and out of date and, therefore, we had been unable to update
and maintain it. At the same time, we wanted to build a new, refreshed website. The website has
been re-designed with a new domain, fresh look and feel, with improved navigation to help people
find the information that they require or get in touch with us more easily. It is mobile device ready
and should be much easier for use on smartphone or tablet. Even the Phoenix Flame will be
available via the ‘Friends Page’ on the website.
A

new

Facebook

page

has

also

been

set

up

and

https://www.facebook.com/PhoenixBrassBandFroxfield/
We do hope you enjoy the new website.
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can

be

accessed

via:

Summer holiday time has arrived, and Saturday morning practice has become a little ‘quieter’ for a
few weeks while players jet off on well deserved holidays. I’ve heard Lanzarote, Bulgaria, France
and Belgium mentioned so far – does nobody holiday in Britain anymore?
In June we had a good time playing to open the Froxfield Music and beer festival. Its always been
an enjoyable occasion and a good opportunity for training Band members to showcase their
talents. I would like to thank Main band players who played alongside the ‘trainees’ to give them
confidence and boost the sound.
Unfortunately, summer holiday time is swiftly followed by the onset of September which brings
changes of school and University entry for some of our players. We must say ‘Au Revoir’ (never
goodbye!) to Matthew Nocton who has been playing with Phoenix since he was just a little boy and
is changing school, to Andrew and Oliver Gray who are off to university. Andrew and Oliver have
only been playing for 10 months and have made remarkable progress in such a short time.
Luckily, Matthew is leaving his Mum, Mary, behind on Euphonium and Andrew and Oliver leave
sister, Hannah, on cornet. We have ways of keeping in touch!
On a happier note, we have recruited 10
new players, 7 little girls and 3
gentlemen. This brings with it a big
challenge that we should all ask
ourselves, “Is there a place / need for a
Training band within Phoenix?” And if
the answer is yes, where should the help
come from.
My answer would be “from anywhere!”
Non-playing helpers are as welcome as
those who can read music. Even finding
music and making sure it doesn’t fall off
the stand (if you’ve managed to work out
how that is done!) is difficult if you are
only seven years old and trying to hang
on to an unwieldy instrument without dropping it. Playing the notes is often the least of the
problem! So, do please ask yourself what YOU think should happen to our Training Band.
And finally,………..a great big thank you to Terri, Brian, Steve And Richard Mascall for all their
patient help and support on Saturday mornings.
Marilyn Mason
Training Band Director
IMPORTANT……new General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) came into force from 25 May
2018 that replace the current Data Protection Act. The new regulations apply to all types of
organisations, including Phoenix Brass Band. Your privacy is important to the Band and we want to
communicate with you as players, parents and members of the Friends of Phoenix in a way which
has your consent and which is in line with UK law on data protection. Because of the change in the
UK law, the Band now needs your consent to how we contact you.
We sent forms out via email and post but, unfortunately, many forms have not been returned. To
save you additional time completing the forms and avoid posting costs, we will continue to
communicate with you via email and post unless you inform us otherwise. Thank you.
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Phoenix Brass 25th Annual Dinner and Awards Evening
Phoenix Brass celebrated its 25th Annual Dinner and Awards Evening when members, supporters
and friends gathered at the Royal British Legion, Hungerford in May 2018.
Mr Roger Dewey toasted absent friends before Mr Steve Rogers, Chairman, Phoenix Brass,
welcomed the guests of the evening. These included Mike Kilroy, Band President, and Vice
Presidents, Lieutenant Commander Mark Sheldon RN and his wife, Karen, and Mrs Christine
Peacock accompanied by her daughter, Cheryl. Unfortunately, a prior engagement prevented
Commodore Jamie Miller, RN, OBE, from attending. Lieutenant Commander Sheldon has been an
enthusiastic supporter of the Band ever since his days aboard HMS Marlborough before the
affiliation ended with her decommissioning and sale. Similarly, Christine Peacock has supported
the Band since 1993.
Musical Director, Mr David Watson, spoke of the number of people who had worked tirelessly
behind the scenes throughout the past twelve months to ensure that the band ran smoothly.
Guest of honour, Mike Kilroy addressed the evening’s guests and spoke of brass banding, the
creation of environments where people from all walks of life could flourish and develop, socially,
educationally and artistically. He commented that all the glories of a top tier band are as nothing in
comparison with the family atmosphere and dedication of grass roots brass bands. Commitment
and loyalty are traits of banding that stay with a brass player throughout their life.
Mr Watson announced the awards and Mike Kilroy presented the trophies.

Mrs Betty Walley received the Musical Director’s Award. Charlie Rogers received the Young
Player of the Year Award. The Musician of the Year Award was presented to Mrs Teresa
Fradgley.
The Nora Edwards Award was presented to Mrs Marilyn Mason in recognition of her work behind
the scenes and the George Edwards Award was awarded to Miss Julie Waller. Mr Richard
Fradgley received the Friends of Phoenix Award for his work supporting the band.
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The Training Band Award went to
Stuart Hyatt.
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The Friends have arranged a Coffee Morning at Burbage
Village Hall on Saturday, 29 September 2018 between 10am
and 12 noon.
Entry is free and there will be the customary raffle, cakes,
bric-a-brac, tombola and several different craft stalls.
We hope you will be able to join us.
Thank you for your continued support.

Betty Walley
Chair, Friends of Phoenix

********************************************************************************************************

Your Favourite Recipe
Please contribute to enable us to compile a
cook book in aid of Friends of Phoenix funds.
Your recipe could be a soup, starter, main
course or dessert; or a bread, biscuit, cake or
jam. It needs to be “tried & trusted” - one that
you or your family have used successfully.
Please include info on why you like it, & a
photo / illustration if possible - feel free to
donate more than one recipe if you wish.
To have a uniform layout for each recipe,
please complete the form on the last page of
this Phoenix Flame and email it to
jane.jarvis@rocketmail.com or hand to Steve
Hutchins at band practice.
A provisional deadline of the end of September
is planned if possible.
Thank you.
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Froxfield War Memorial Hall Cleaning Day
Players, friends, supporters and villagers all turned out for the
Hall Cleaning Day in June when the opportunity was taken to
spruce up the hall and surrounding area.
All the tasks were successfully completed on the day as this
picture shows.
A selection of pictures follows showing people hard at work.
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Phoenix Brass Summer Draw 2018
Prize

Ticket No

Winner

Bottle hamper

3662

Daniel Dewey

Bottle hamper

3250

Marilyn Mason

Bottle of champagne

1899

Chris Buck

Bottle of Harvey’s Bristol
Cream

1184

John Richardson

Bottle of Baileys

3793

Ross – Larkhill

Children’s hamper

792

Amanda Marchant

Teddy bear

1662

Mark Cooper

Bayliss & Harding set

3962

Evelyn Dodds

Cinema tickets

3552

Grainger

Dove set

2348

Phoenix Pizzas

Box of biscuits

2929

Sue Glover

Battleships game

2041

Alan c/o Beth

Cuddly tiger

3484

Caroline

Ted Baker washbag

321

June H – The College

Book

2552

Jenny Martin

Box of chocolates

3133

John Miles

Scarf & bracelet

2079

Pat

Jug, beakers & bottle

2072

Alan c/o Beth

Knit a bunny set

2328

Paddy

Colouring book & pencils

3273

Marie c/o Claire Knowles

Cotswold Wildlife Park tickets

842

Archie Withers

Thank You…….to everyone who supported the Grand Summer Draw which was drawn at the
Hadcaf Concert in at Froxfield Village Hall.
The Draw raised £558 towards band funds.
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Lottery Winners

April 2018

-

Unsold ball

May 2018

-

Jenny Taylor

June 2018

-

Unsold ball

July 2018

-

Margaret Paterson

There are currently 8 free (not sold!) numbers available should anyone like to purchase a new or
additional bonus balls. Please contact Marilyn Mason, 01672 512634 for further details.
Thank you for your continued support. Since the Phoenix Bonus ball competition was started by
Cyril Palmer back in 1995 it has raised over £6,000 for the band after payment of winnings. A
worthwhile and fun fund-raiser!

Phoenix Brass Band ahead of performing at the Bandstand in Victoria Park, Newbury - July 2018
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Younger members of the Training band
at Saturday morning rehearsal

The Training Band having played at
the Froxfield Plant Sale
10

The Training Band performing at Coombe
End Court Nursing Home, Marlborough
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Players have been busy during the summer months performing at a variety of events which has
seen them travel across West Berkshire, Wiltshire, Hampshire and even the Cotswolds to
individual engagements. A selection of photographs appear below, with more pictures available on
via the News and Gallery pages on the website: https://www.phoenixbrassband.co.uk
Bibury Church & School Fete
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Players at The Avenues Day Nurseries 10th Anniversary
Fete at St Katherine’s School, Savernake
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Phoenix Brass
performing at
the Hadcaf
Concert at
Froxfield War
Memorial Hall
in July 2018

Some members of Phoenix Brass helped
out Calne Silver Band at Bowood House,
Wiltshire in July 2018
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On Sunday, 5 August
2018,
players
from
Phoenix
Brass,
their
families,
friends
and
supporters travelled by
coach (and a few cars) to
Swanage to perform in the
Bandstand. The Band
wanted to help support the
fundraising events by the
“Friends
of
Swanage
Bandstand”,
a
local
charitable group that has
been
formed
and
dedicated to restoring the
former bandstand and
putting it back into full use.
The Swanage bandstand roof sustained considerable storm damage a few years ago and was
removed by the local Council for health and safety reasons. Originally installed in 1923, it is only
one of a few bandstands of that particular type in the country. Restoration will bring the bandstand
back to its original condition and ensure its future use for years to come.
To date the “Friends of Swanage Bandstand” has raised £56,000 and with the Swanage Council
pledge of £50,000 total funds have climbed to £106,000 towards the total estimated costs of full
restoration of £160,000.
Phoenix Brass followed Warrington Concert
Band into the bandstand to play a mixed
repertoire of music to both locals and
holidaymakers.
Commenting afterwards in an email, Alan
Houghton, Chairman of the “Friends of
Swanage Bandstand”, stated “… we in
Swanage want to thank you and your fantastic
brass band for your contribution to a wonderful
day. We will look forward to a return visit when
restoration is complete”.

“What a treat we had on 5 August, we had two
quality bands visit Swanage to play in the bandstand
to support us in our efforts to restore the bandstand
as was, how fantastic……….all who came thought it
was a great afternoon of entertainment and people
were very generous with their donations, raising
£296.40. Thank you everybody involved and both
bands would like to return when restoration is
completed hopefully in March 2019”.
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Playing in a brass band is not all serious and hard work. We enjoy a laugh and a good joke as
much as anyone else, especially during a break between playing when we can. Some photos
follow that show the lighter side of things…………….

Band break at Bibury

Hmmmm…the smell of a puffing
pipe!
I’m so
tired…wake
me up when
we start back!

Come on, let’s start…. cannot wait for
my Malibu!
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Hmmm, we’re
enjoying ice
creams...
Where did that ‘gurt
big’ green caterpillar
come from?

Many thanks indeed to Sarah Greenwood, Marilyn Mason, Stuart Hyatt, Steve Rogers, Simon
Squibb, Helen and Simon Parkin for supplying photographs used in this edition of the Flame.
Also, a big thank you to Chloe Richardson for loan of her camera at certain events and for
helping with player photos for the new band website.

Finally,…………………………….…..thought for the day

(Thanks to Marilyn Mason)
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Brian Williams - EEb Bass Player

I was born Brian James Williams in October 1951 in the village of Axford. We lived in a thatched
cottage, No 1 The Green, with no electricity, with a toilet down the garden under an apple tree and
water drawn from a well.
In 1956 we moved to No 7 Kennet Rise where I lived until I got married. I left home in 1973 and
married Audrey. We had two daughters, Catherine and Andrea.
As a schoolboy I attended Ramsbury County Primary School and then Marlborough Secondary
Modern on Marlborough Common. Hardly a title to inspire a confident future. In music classes we
had a lady teacher named Miss Davies who wore thick horn-rimmed glasses, very long cardigans
and always loads of beads around her neck. We called her Bentaic.
I and two other boys started violin lessons and I passed two Trinity College exams, one for theory
and one for playing “The Ash Grove”. This soon gave way to Air Cadets and my lifelong passion
for motorcycles.
After marrying and having our girls and wishing that I had paid more attention to Miss Davies, I
looked into piano lessons and found that I could not afford them. Then we took the girls, now aged
7 and 9, to Ramsbury Flower Show and noticed that they were dancing to the Band. On enquiring,
they joined the Band and for the next five years Audrey and I collected for carol playing and
transported my daughters and others to fetes, carnivals etc. It was then suggested that we both
learn to play. The rest is 30 years of history.
Andrea has produced two lovely grandchildren, Michael and Jessica,
and now lives in Swindon with her husband. Catherine lives with her
partner in Perth, Australia.
Miss Davies, I hope, did not waste her time!
[Thank you, Brian, for this bio. If any other players would like to submit
a short bio or similar for future editions of the Flame, then please do
send me details].
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2017
Saturday, 1 September 2018
Church Fete, Froxfield Village Hall and Green, time tbc
Sunday, 9 September 2018
Pewsey Opening Carnival Service, 6.30pm
Sunday, 16 September 2018 – Concert in the grounds of The Duchess of Somerset Hospital,
Froxfield, 3.00pm
Sunday, 23 September 2018
Pewsey Closing Carnival Service, 6.30pm
Saturday, 29 September 2018
Band Coffee Morning at Burbage Village Hall, 10.00am until 12 noon
(The band will be playing)
Saturday, 3 November 2018
Playing for Remembrance at Tesco Store, Tidworth, 10.00am
Sunday, 11 November 2018
Remembrance Day Service and Parade, Marlborough
Sunday, 2 December 2018
Christmas Concert, The Walwyn Hall (previously The Catholic Hall), Lambourn, 4.00pm (Please note
strict ticket admission only)
Wednesday, 12 December 2018
Carols and Festive Tunes at Newbury Racecourse, 6.30pm
Thursday, 13 December 2018
“Brass & Carols” at The Tipple Inn, Collingbourne Ducis, 7.30pm
Saturday, 15 December 2018
Carols & Seasonal Tunes in Marlborough High Street, 10.00am until 4.00pm
Sunday, 16 December 2018
Carols & Seasonal Tunes at Tesco Store, Marlborough, 10.00am
Saturday, 22 December 2018
Carols & Seasonal Tunes at Tesco Store, Tidworth, 10.00am
And looking to 2019…..
Sunday, 31 March 2019
Concert with The Cromwell Singers at St Lawrence Church, Hungerford, 2.30pm
Saturday, 11 May 2019
Band Dinner & Awards Evening, Royal British Legion,
19Hungerford, 7.00 for 7.30pm

RECIPE:
CONTRIBUTED BY:
BRIEF NOTES ON WHY YOU LIKE IT :

SERVES (QTY):

OVEN TEMP:

PREP TIME:

COOK TIME:

INGREDIENTS (IN ORDER OF USE):

METHOD:

NOTES:
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