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Music for life | Brass is Best | Age no problem 

January 2026 
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Remember to look at the Band Website for the up-to-date diary, news items and a more expansive gallery of 
photographs www.phoenixbrassband.co.uk. 
Also, the Band Facebook www.facebook.com/PhoenixBrassBandFroxfield. 

Message from David Watson, Musical Director, Phoenix Brass 
 
As 2025 draws to a close, I would like to extend my sincere thanks to everyone who 
has supported Phoenix Brass over the past year. Thank you to the members of the 
óFriends of Phoenixô, assisting behind the scenes at certain events, and the 
commitment of everyone associated with the band. 
Sadly, some of our supporters of the band have passed away this year and we will 
miss them.  Our thoughts are with their families at this time of the year. 
During 2025 the band has been pleased to support many organisations both in fund 
raising and giving enjoyment and pleasure. This has only been possible through the 
dedication and commitment of all the musicians who, week in week out attend 
rehearsals and have travelled the large area our engagements have covered.  I 
would like to thank all the players most sincerely for all their hard work in making the 
last twelve months another good year for the Band. 
Last, but not least, may I express my thanks to all our audiences and supporters 
whose attendance and applause has continued to encourage us all. 
From everyone associated with Phoenix Brass Band, we wish you all a very Happy 
Christmas and we hope that the new year will bring you health and happiness. 
We do hope to see you again in 2026! 
Thank you. 
David 

QR Code for 
easyfundraising 
(See page 2) 

A Happy New Year to you all, from Phoenix Brass 

http://www.phoenixbrassband.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/PhoenixBrassBandFroxfield
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Bonus Ball Winners 
August 2025  -   Doreen and Martin Hall 

September 2025 - Jane Jarvis 

October 2025  -   Ann Middleton 

November 2025  -   Richard and Terri Fradgley 

December 2025  - Simon Parkin 

 

There are still a few unsold numbers available should anyone like to purchase a new or additional bonus ball.  

Just Ã12 a year and if your number is the bonus ball in the National Lottery on the last Saturday of the month, you win 

Ã25!  

Please contact Marilyn Mason, 01672 512634, for further details.  

An application form appears on the last page of the Flame.  

This is a good way to support Phoenix Brass. Thank you for your support. 

2026 Membership 
Happy New Year to all our members! 
I would like to thank everyone who has supported us over the past year, especially those of you who sold 
and bought tickets for our Christmas Draw. We had a great evening, and congratulations to all the winners. 
The Friendôs Committee has been together now for several years, but we are still lacking members, with 
only five of us. We are always on the look out for volunteers to join the Committee so if you know of anyone 
or if you would like to join please do contact me. 
The Friends of Phoenix membership fee supports the band. The annual fee is just Ã5.00 per person which, 
I am sure you will agree, is extremely good value. 
As I mentioned last year, unfortunately, membership numbers have declined considerably over the past 
few years, due to some of our óFriendsô no longer being with us, but also many not renewing their 
membership.  
I would kindly ask you to reconsider joining the Friends of Phoenix or, indeed, pass on the details to anyone 
you know who would like to support the band. It is only Ã5 a year!  
The opportunity has been taken to include a Membership Form, and a Standing Order Form as we offer 
the ability to pay the annual subscription by Standing Order. 
We appreciate any donation, however small, to help Phoenix Brass achieve its full potential, to help the 
Band develop young talent and to make the opportunity of learning to play an instrument available to all. 
Thank you.  
Once again Best Wishes to you all for 2026. 
Betty Walley 
Chair of Friends of Phoenix 

Friends of Phoenix Bonus Ball 2026 Renewal Fees 
A gentle reminder for those of you with a bonus ball (s) number.  

The 2026 Friends of Phoenix Bonus Ball fees fell due for renewal on 1 January 2026.  
If you have not done so already could I please ask you to complete the Bonus Ball Application Form (on the last page 
of this Phoenix Flame) and send to me in the post or email me please (marilynmason1@yahoo.co.uk) with your details 
and confirmation of your intended renewal.  
You can either: 

¶ post a cheque to me payable to ñFriends of Phoenixò for Ã12 per bonus ball at Beech Lodge, Roebuck Meadow, 
London Road, Marlborough, Wilts SN8 2AL; or  

¶ you can transfer the ticket money direct to the Friends of Phoenix account, account number 68576860, sort code 
309293. Please ensure that you put your name on the accompanying transfer details so we can identify your bonus 
ball fee(s). Please also return the completed for to me. 

There are still some unsold numbers available should anyone like to purchase a new or additional bonus ball. Again, 
please drop me a letter or email me. 
Thank you for your help. 
Marilyn Mason 
 

 

mailto:marilynmason1@yahoo.co.uk
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Friends of Phoenix Christmas Draw 2025 
Prize 
No 

Prize Winner Ticket number 

1 Fleece Anne Middleton 0340 

2 Biscuit Selection Norman Williams 0634 

3 Bottle of Prosecco Christine Peacock 0362 

4 Avon Hamper Ellie Morton 0662 

5 Soft Turkey Toy Lexi Withers 0463 

6 Avon Hamper for Men B Cope c/o Carl Roberts 0683 

7 Biscuit Selection Alan Horn 0294 

8 Bayliss & Harding Bill Prendergast 0120 

9 Bottle of Baileys Eloise Brooks 0027 

10 Box of Shortbread Biscuits Mrs Yates 0478 

11 Bottle of White Wine Jeremy 0125 

12 Dove Selection John Busby 0228 

13 Bottle of Red Wine Jane Jarvis 0308 

14 Christmas Hamper Rita c/o Jamie Greenwood 0504 

15 Biscuit Selection M Giddings c/o Carl Roberts 0568 

16  Dairy Box Brian Williams 0191 

17 Murder Mystery Game Steve Whatley 0181 

18 Christmas Hamper Laura Ponting 0576 

19 Hand Warmers Maureen Rolfe 0399 

20 Bottle of Prosecco Alan c/o Jamie Greenwood 0508 

21  Tub of Heroes Janet Richardson 0377 

22 Dove Bodywash Carl Roberts 0585 

23 Bottle of White Wine Rita c/o Jamie Greenwood 0498 

24 Christmas Hamper Marilyn Mason 0092 

25 Scented Candle Doreen Hall 0281 

26 Candle Christine Peacock 0370 

27 Candles Jill 0659 

28 Box of Biscuits Rachel and Sam 0610 

29 Christmas hamper Sarah Greenwood 0079 

30 Bath & Body Wash Irene Watson 0649 

Thank you to everyone who has supported the Friends of Phoenix Christmas Draw either by selling tickets, buying their 
own tickets, and/or supplying prizes for the Draw itself. Congratulations to all the winners. Almost £600 was raised from 
this yearôs Christmas Draw, including some donations. I am extremely grateful to those Members who kindly added 
donations to the cost of the tickets. A list of prize winners can be found below. 
Our grateful thanks. 
Betty Walley 
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Phoenix Brass Jumble Sale - November 2025 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Thank you to everyone who supported the Phoenix Brass Jumble Sale held in November 2025, through the 
donation of items, preparation of the hall, helping, and clearing up on the day or coming to spend! 
Froxfield War Memorial Hall was literally bursting at the seams with an assortment of clothes, shoes, toys, 
china, cutlery and various other items. 
The village was apparently gridlocked with the number of people who attended!   
The event raised over Ã1,120. 
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In Mid-October, some members of 
the Training Section planted 330 
snowdrops, bluebell and daffodil 
bulbs in the grounds of Froxfield War 
Memorial Hall. The bulbs were 
donated as part of the North West 
Downs Landscape trust ñBulbs for 
beesò campaign. 
 
Marilyn Mason said:  
ñThank you so much to all the people 
who stayed after Training Section and 
helped plant the 'bulbs for bees'. 
 
Spring should see the fruits of their 
hard labourò. 

In early November 2025,  members of the 
Training Section, joined by some players 
from main Band, entertained the residents of 
Brendoncare Nursing Home on a Saturday 
morning.  
All the Training Section players looked 
extremely smart and all the hard work of the 
preceding few weeks paid off and the playing 
went well with good solos too. 
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Phoenix Brass Band had the 
honour to lead the traditional 
Marlborough Remembrance 
Sunday Parade. Players were 
joined by the 4 Military Intelligence 
Battalion, representatives from 
many organisations and veterans 
as they marched from the High 
Street to the War Memorial to take 
part in the 11:00 commemorations 
and laying of red poppy wreaths. 
  
After the wreath laying, Phoenix 
Brass led the parade to play at the 
Service to Commemorate 
Remembrance Sunday at St 
Maryôs Church. 
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One band member had difficulty in doing up 
their shoe lace and had to seek assistance from 
a fellow player prior to the start of the parade, 
with the Musical Director looking on! 

Anthony ñTugò Palmer playing the last Post at 
Marlborough. 

Enjoying the Flame? 
Comments and Suggestionsééé we welcome them, 
good and bad.  
 
What would you like to see in the Flame? 
Why not contribute to the next edition?  
What else would you like to see? 
Player biographies, for sale, wanted etc? 
Any pictures or stories?  
 
We do not want to assume that you are happy with the 
content so, please, if anyone would like any specific 
inclusions in the Flame, do let one of us know. Any 
comments or suggestions would be greatly appreciated. 
Many thanks. 
David and Richard 

Phoenix Brass receives many comments of 
thanks and appreciation following 
engagements.  
Just two comments selected from the 
recent Christmas engagements: 
 

ñé.so many thanks for bringing happiness 
and smiles to the residents. The residents 
and staff enjoyed the playingé.ò   
Savernake View Care Home  
(December 2025) 
 
ñLast night was fantastic ï we had a great 
turnout and the music provided by the band 
was excellent and fabulously 
festive.  Please send our thanks to the 
entire bandò ï St James Church, 
Leckhampstead (December 2025) 
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óMarching and Dancingô Concert, Marlborough Town Hall 
Sunday, 31 August 2025 
A wonderful afternoon at the óMarching and Dancingô Concert at Marlborough Town Hall. Thank you to 
everyone who came to listen and to all the volunteers and helpers. 
A BIG thank you from Phoenix Brass to the three trombone players, Tracy, Richard and Will, from Ramsbury 
Silver Band who played to cover players on holiday or at work. 
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St Andrewôs Church Fete, Collingbourne Ducis 
Saturday, 6 September 2025 
Players returned to play at the annual Church fete at Collingbourne Ducis 

Pewsey Carnival Opening Church Service 
Sunday, 7 September 2025 
Phoenix Brass returned to perform a mini concert ahead of the Pewsey Carnival Opening Church Service, 
which was held at St Johnôs Church, Pewsey. A large crowd turned out to listen to the Band perform a mixed 
repertoire of music before the short Church Service. 

Savernake View Care Home, Marlborough 
Sunday, 21 September 2025 
Savernake View Care Home in Marlborough made Phoenix Brass feel very welcome during a mini concert 
for residents and their families. Feedback from the Home was ñYou were all fantastic and the residents really 
enjoyed itò. 
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Burbage Christmas Tree Sale 
Saturday, 6 December 2025 
What has become a customary event in the bandôs diary, Phoenix Brass supported the Burbage Christmas 
Tree Sale and Market. The players performed carols and seasonal tunes inside the warmth of All Saints 
Church, Burbage. 
 
 
 

 
 
Christmas Concert, 
Walwyn Hall, Lambourn   
Sunday, 7 December 2025 
Phoenix Brass presented an 
afternoon of Christmas 
music at the Walwyn Hall, 
Lambourn. 
The audience enjoyed a 
selection of seasonal music 
to get them into the festive 
spirit. 
 

Brendoncare Nursing Home Annual Carol 
Evening 
Tuesday, 9 December 2025 
Notwithstanding a cold and damp evening, 
the band played a selection of carols and 
festive tunes for the residents of 
Brendoncare Nursing Home at their annual 
Christmas Concert.  
ñIt was a pleasure to welcome Phoenix Brass to 
Froxfield last night for their annual Christmas 
concert, playing carols and lots of festive songs. 
Our residents had the best possible view, 
watching the band play under our pergola 
surrounded by lots of twinkly lights that really 
added to the magic of the music. 
The residents enjoyed hot chocolate while our 
guests were treated to mulled wine, soup, mince 
pies and sausage rolls. Thank you to the bandò. 
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Kennet Gateway Club, Woodborough 
Thursday, 11 December 2025 
Players returned to Kennet Gateway Club in Woodborough. They always look forward to the evening, playing 
a variety of festive tunes and Christmas carols to the delight of Club members. 
Players ódressed downô from their normal band attire, sporting a variety of Christmas and festive jumpers. 
 

Marlborough High Street Carols and Seasonal Tunes 
Saturday, 13 December 2025 
Continuing with its busy season of festive engagements, players went carolling in Marlborough High Street 
today. It was a dry and bright day and the High Street rang out to the sounds of carols and festive tunes. 
Thank you to Julie and Rory from Swindon Brass who provided additional support. 
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Christmas Concert 
Sunday, 14 December 2025 
Marlborough Town Hall was the venue for an afternoon of sparkling brass sounds as Phoenix Brass staged 
their annual Christmas Concert.  
The audience enjoyed a selection of musical festive cheer and timeless Christmas carols. 
 

Carols around the Christmas Tree, Froxfield War Memorial 
Hall  
Tuesday, 16 December 2025 
The early rain in the day stopped just in time and, despite a chilly 
evening, Phoenix Brass played carols around the Christmas Tree 
outside Froxfield War Memorial Hall last evening, where they were 
joined by the local villagers. 
This was followed by a short social evening, with refreshments 
provided by the Friends of Phoenix and their Grand Christmas 
Draw. 
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Christmas Pop-Up-Pub at St James 
Church, Leckhampstead 
Friday, 19 December 2025 
Phoenix Brass performed a selection of 
seasonal favourites and carols at the 
Christmas Pop-Up-Pub at St James 
Church, Leckhampstead. The evening 
was described as an ñunforgettable 
evening of great drinks, delicious food, 
live music and an unbeatable 
atmosphereò. 
Afterwards, the organisers commented 
ñLast night was fantastic ï we had a great 
turnout and the music provided by the 
band was excellent and fabulously 
festive. Please send our thanks to the 
entire bandò. 
 

Carols at Savernake View 
Care Home, Marlborough 
Sunday, 21 December 2025 
Phoenix Brass returned to 
Savernake View Care Home 
in Marlborough to bring some 
Christmas cheer to residents, 
families and staff. The band 
played a range of Christmas 
carols as well as classical 
pieces, with many of the 
residents singing along to the 
carols. 
 
This was the final 
engagement of the festive 
season for Phoenix Brass. 
 


