The

January 2020

www.phoenixbrassband.co.uk

In this issue:
•
MD Message
•
Training Band
•
Friends of Phoenix
•
FOP Membership
•
Lottery Winners
•
Band Photos
•
Yesteryear
•
Carl Roberts
Biography
•
Thought for the Day
•
Dates for your Diary

A Message from David Watson,
Musical Director, Phoenix Brass
I do hope you have had a
wonderful Christmas, and may I
give you my best wishes for 2020.
The Band, I am pleased to say, had
a successful 2019 and l hope it will
continue into 2020.
From our first rehearsal in January
we will have to start work on a
programme for the concert at St
Lawrence Church Hungerford on
Sunday, 19 April 2020 starting at
2.30pm.
I have often said in my Reports for
the Flame how much it costs to run
the Band for a year, in addition to
payment for using Froxfield War
Memorial Hall which is very important to the band for rehearsals, storage of instruments, spare uniforms
and our music library which now exceeds a 1,000 sets of musical pieces. On top of that, there is insurance
for all the instruments, uniforms and music, occasional repairs to instruments and the purchase of new
instruments or uniform jackets as needed. Unfortunately, we cannot raise the amount of money required by
the Band from just playing at engagements. How I wish we could. So, the players pay Membership Fees,
the Friends of Phoenix Committee organises fund raising events on top of which we have the two Grand
Draws in the Summer and at Christmas. Both are extremely important to us so thank you to everyone who
supported the two Draws in anyway. This last Christmas Draw result was about £5 down on last year so if
you can remember in a years’ time to buy another ticket we may get that £5 back!!
I would like to thank a few people, you for one if you have been in the audience at any of our events, the
Band Officers and Committee Members for their work and the Friends of Phoenix Committee for their work
supporting the Band. Thank you to the to those who held the collecting tins at Tesco’s, Tidworth for two
Saturdays prior to Christmas, especially Doreen and Martin Hall, Simon Squibb, Anne Brooks, Roy Mason,
Dennis Smith (Iain Smith’s father) and Richard Fradgley. Thank you to Marilyn Mason for all the hard work
she does with the Training Band on Saturday mornings which, like the Friends of Phoenix, is a separate
and important arm of the Band. After Training Band, and a cup of tea(!), Marilyn then helps to clean the War
Memorial Hall. She is also the Band’s Librarian which is a big job on its own, so thank you Marilyn.
There are a few people who I could write about and highlight how much they help the band and maybe I
could pick one for each article in the Flame, but I could find myself in trouble! However, I would like to
highlight the work of one person, Richard Fradgley, who has been a fine Band Secretary for several years.
He looks after all the Band administration matters which has taken a load off my shoulders. He is also
Treasurer for the War Memorial Hall, but I think his main claim to fame is the Band’s Website which I think
is superb. News about the Band and Training Band, as well as Friends of Phoenix, together with photos,
the engagements list and band vacancies are always up to date. If you have not yet paid a visit then it is
well worth the time - www.phoenixbrassband.co.uk. Thank you Richard for all the work you do for the Band
and the Hall.
Now for the front line of Phoenix, the face of Phoenix Brass, the players themselves. Thank you for your
hard work and support during 2019. I look forward to working with you in making good music during 2020.
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Training Band Report

I hope you had a very good Christmas and I would like to give you all every best wish for a healthy and
peaceful 2020.
I am happy to say that some of the Training Band members took the big step to Main Band during the
autumn and we are now back to “All in together” Saturday morning practices.
However, (!), at the beginning of February we will be starting a “Beginner’s Group” for anyone who would
like to start playing a brass instrument. This will be aimed at complete novices of all ages, although those
who would like to re-awaken musical skills are really welcome too.
Please consider if you, a friend or relative might like to try. One of our Main Band cornet players learned at
school, ‘bunked off’ cornet/orchestra lessons as much as possible but then 10 years ago gave it a try again
with Phoenix and has never looked back. Could this be you too?
All Training Band teachers are DBS checked. The Band has Safeguarding Policies and Child Performance
Licensing in place as well as having full Public Liability Insurance.
Just before Christmas, we were happy to welcome two new bass players into the Training Band. Both
heard the Band playing at Christmas engagements and wanted to join in. We change and grow, and I look
forward to all 2020 has to offer for Phoenix Training Band.
ADVANCE WARNING – we will be holding one of our Saturday “Coffee Morning with Music” in the Spring
and playing at Froxfield Music Festival on the Green at Froxfield in June.
So, here’s to a happy and musical 2020, enjoy every moment of it because in a flash the year will be gone,
and we will be wishing each other a merry Christmas again! happy New Year to you all and do not forget
the “Beginners Group”, your new adventure for 2020.
Marilyn Mason
Training Band Director
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Friends of Phoenix
Dear members, I hope you had a good Christmas and I wish you all a happy and healthy New Year. Thank
you all who sold or bought our Christmas draw tickets. It was lovely to see so many people there,
musicians, Friends of Phoenix members and local villagers all enjoying themselves.
The Christmas Draw resulted in a similar sum to last year and raised in excess of £480 for the band after
deduction of ticket costs. Congratulations to all the winners - please see the list below.
We hope to be holding a Quiz Night on 4 April 2020 which promises to be a good night’s entertainment. We
will send more information nearer the time.
Once again, I wish you all the very best for the New Year.
Best wishes,
Betty Walley
Chair, Friends of Phoenix
No

Prize

Ticket

Winning name on ticket

1

Hamper

2089

Felix Mears

2

Teddy

3361

Ann Wilkins

3

Chocolate Assortment

2320

Zara Taylor

4

Fox's Biscuits

1776

Becca Walley

5

Claret

2345

Richard Fradgley

6

Celebrations

3437

Archie Withers

7

Jo Malone

4486

Doreen Hall

8

Fox's Biscuits

71

Richard

9

Wine

544

C Peacock

10

Hamper

923

Jo Dewey

11

Toiletries

1466

L Giddings

12

Bracelet

629

Carol Silk

13

Celebrations

3984

John Walley

14

Nail set

3844

Terri Fradgley

15

Christmas Cake

3858

Michael Martin

16

Potted Plant

1347

Samuel Parkin

17

Celebrations

1590

Leanne c/o Ian

18

Avon Children’s pack

2485

Beryl Bell

19

Maltesers

1342

Simon Parkin

20

Toiletries

2367

S Whatley

21

Shortbread

4429

Ticket bought and prize collected on night

22

Essence babycare

2420

S Whatley

23

Wine

3813

Maggie c/o Eloise

24

Bayliss & Harding

3864

Mary Hillier

25

Poster

522

C Peacock

26

Candles

3090

Jo Richardson

27

Sherry

1013

Gray

28

Toiletries

633

Carol Silk

29

Burts Bees set

762

Lewis @ Honda

30

Wine

1598

Mrs Nicholls c/o Ian

31

Hamper

2089

Felix Mears

32

Teddy

3361

Ann Wilkins

33

Chocolate Assortment

2320

Zara Taylor
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Friends of Phoenix Membership Subscriptions for 2020
A reminder that……..the Friends of Phoenix Membership
Subscriptions fall due for renewal this month. Your
membership and support are invaluable to the band. As
many of you will be aware, Phoenix Brass is an
autonomous organisation and is completely self-financing
since it receives no sponsorship or other funding. Your
membership fee enables the Band to purchase new music,
uniforms and contribute towards new instruments when
required. The annual fee is £5.00 per person.
The opportunity has been taken to include a Membership Form for your completion and return if you would
like to renew for another year. Completion of the remittance form is particularly important since it will allow
us to ensure that our records are up to date, so please insert full details including address and post code.
There is also the opportunity to provide an email address and/or update an email address should you prefer
to receive communications such as this letter and electronic copies of the Flame via this method.
We also offer the ability to pay the annual subscription by Standing Order and a form is included.
Thank you.

Lottery Winners
October 2019

-

Brian Williams

November 2019

-

Spare Number

December 2019

-

Liane Squibb

There are still some unsold numbers available should anyone like to purchase a new or additional bonus
ball. It costs £12 a year and if your number is the bonus ball in the National Lottery on the last Saturday of
the month, you win £25!
Please contact Marilyn Mason, 01672 512634, for further details.
This is a good way to support Phoenix Brass.
Thank you for your support.

A conundrum!
1643

1421

Do these numbers mean anything to anyone? If so, do let Marilyn Mason know.
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Phoenix Brass in Pictures
Players from Phoenix Brass enjoyed a busy festive period with a total of thirteen public and private
engagements throughout December 2019 in the lead up to Christmas. As is customary, the Christmas
Concert at The Walwyn Hall in Lambourn started the Christmas season this year, quickly followed by the
Kennet Gateway Club, Woodborough, the 25th Annual Burbage Christmas Tree Sale outside All Saints
Church and Carols at The Tipple Inn, Collingbourne Ducis.
There were two new venues this year. The Band played carols at The Roebuck Pub in Marlborough where
the regulars sang with some gusto. The Lakes Care Centre, South Cerney, Nr Cirencester which offers
compassionate, individualised residential, dementia, respite and day care, played host to the Band as they
delighted the elderly residents with a selection of carols and festive tunes.
Players entertained shoppers with carols and festive tunes at the Tesco Store in Tidworth on the last two
busy Saturdays before Christmas.
The band has just returned to their twice weekly band rehearsals after taking a well-earned rest over
Christmas and the New Year. A selection of photographs appear below, with more commentary and
pictures
available
via
the
News
and
Gallery
pages
via
the
Band
Website:
https://www.phoenixbrassband.co.uk.
National Animal Welfare Trust (NAWT) Christmas Fayre at Trindledown Farm
Phoenix Brass was extremely pleased to
be invited to support the annual National
Animal Welfare Trust (NAWT) Christmas
Fayre at Trindledown Farm on Sunday,
24 November 2019. The National Animal
Welfare Trust is one of the UK’s top
animal welfare charities operating six rehoming centres across the south of
England. Trindledown
Farm,
the
Berkshire branch of NAWT, is a rescue,
rehabilitation and re-homing centre
specialised in the care of elderly domestic
and field animals.
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The Fayre was well attended and the
Band entertained members of the public
with a varied selection of Christmas
Carols and Seasonal Tunes as they
visited the many stalls selling a variety
goods as well as decorations, festive
food and gifts for people and pets.
A budding young musician took charge
of the baton to conduct the Band whilst
they performed ‘Away in a Manger’.
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25th Anniversary Burbage Christmas Tree Sale
The Band entertained visitors to the 2019 and 25th Anniversary Burbage Christmas Tree Sale. Burbage
Christmas Tree Sale and Market is part of the village tradition and attracted many people as they chose
from a huge selection of Christmas trees for sale as well as buying local crafts in the Christmas Market.

A big WELCOME to Phil Gray who played trombone in his first ‘official’ engagement with the Band (bottom
right).
Tesco, Tidworth at Christmas

For the third year running, players entertained shoppers all day at Tesco, Tidworth as they prepared for the
festive period. Sitting in the comfort of the store, many customers took time from their busy shopping
schedule to listen to the Band with many small children dancing to the festive tunes and carols.
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Carols around the Christmas tree at Froxfield

The Lakes Care Centre, near Cirencester, Gloucester
Residents and the care team at The Lakes Care
Centre near Cirencester enjoyed Christmas
carols and festive tunes performed by Phoenix
Brass recently. Mandi Short, Home Manager,
said “The residents loved listening to the Band
play carols. They enjoyed singing along to some
firm favourites”.

Christmas carol books were handed out to everyone that had
come and the residents thoroughly enjoyed singing along in the
run up to Christmas.
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Carolling at The Roebuck Pub, Marlborough

Some players from Phoenix Brass had a great time playing carols
at The Roebuck Pub in Marlborough recently. What could be more
festive than a brass band playing carols in a traditional pub? The
Band played classic Christmas carols and a selection of festive
tunes to entertain the regulars and diners. The sounds of a
traditional brass band with a mixed repertoire that suited everyone!
Afterwards, the players enjoyed mince pies and mulled wine.

Tesco, Tidworth at Christmas
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Phoenix Brass and Photos from Yester-year

A few pictures
from the
archives!!

10

New Musical Terms
In an effort to keep you abreast of the ever-changing world of musical
terminology, here are some terms with which you should be familiar...
Adagio Formaggioso: To play in a slow and cheesy manner.
AnDante: A musical composition that is infernally slow.
Angus Dei: To play with a divine, beefy tone (NOT named after our
Angus, in case you wondered...).
Anti-phonal: Referring to the prohibition of cell phones in the concert hall.
A Patella: Unaccompanied knee-slapping (see also "Schneewalzer").
Appologgiatura: A composition, solo or instrument (or fellow band member...), you regret playing.
Approximatura: A series of notes played by a performer, not intended by the composer.
Approximento: A musical entrance that is somewhere in the vicinity of the correct pitch (see also "horns").
Bar Line: What musicians form after a concert.
Concerto Grossissimo: A really bad performance.
Coral Symphony: (see "Beethoven - Caribbean period").
Cornetti-Trombosis: The entanglement of brass instruments that can occur when musicians exit hastily
down the stage stairs
Dill Piccolo: A wind instrument that plays only sour notes.
Fermantra: A note that is repeated over and over and over and ...
Fermoota: A rest of indefinite length and dubious value.
Foghornoso: A sound that is heard when the conductor's intentions are not clear. Or in Padstow Lifeboat.
Frugalhorn: A sensible, inexpensive brass instrument (often played, as in our case, by a sensible
accountant-type).
Good Conductor: A person who can give an electrifying performance. or, alternative use, one who obeys
the band
Goffrichendo: Gradually getting annoyingly louder.
Mallade: A lyrical solo that's pretty awful. A lame duck, perhaps.
Molto bolto: Head straight for the ending.
Opera buffa: Musical stage production by nudists.
Poochini Opera: Musical performance, accompanied by a dog.
Pre-Classical Conservatism: School of thought which fostered the idea, "if it ain't baroque, don't fix it."
Spritzicato: Plucking of a stringed instrument (what?) to produce a bright, bubbly sound, usually
accompanied by sparkling water with lemon (wine optional).
Tempo Tantrumo: When a young band refuses to keep time with the conductor (as if...).
Tincanabulation: The annoying or irritating sounds made by extremely cheap bells.
Vesuvioso: A gradual build-up to a fiery conclusion.
ZZZfortzando: Playing REALLY loud in order to wake up the audience (also Bb basses/back-row cornets).
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“Playing in a brass band can help people overcome depression and anxiety”
from The Daily Telegraph – 9 December 2019
Playing in a brass band can help people overcome depression and anxiety, a University of Sheffield study
has found.
Researchers found that playing instruments such as the tuba or trumpet in an ensemble can help to relieve
stress and improve anxiety and depression.
Sheffield University scientists circulated a questionnaire among current brass band players, asking them
about the positive and negative effects of playing in a band.
The responses revealed that the overwhelming majority of players felt that performing in a brass band had
improved their mental health.
“One has to concentrate on the music and in doing so abandons, if only for short periods, the everyday
worries and concerns that we all experience,” said one participant.
Another added: “Having suffered from depression and anxiety I can confirm that playing in a brass band
has helped me through several difficult patches in my life.”
The research also found that brass
band players made new friends, feel
part of a community and enjoyed a
sense of belonging from being part
of a group of musicians.
Another musician, who had started
playing relatively late in life, said: "If
you are prepared to spend the time
and effort to master a brass
instrument, you will never be lonely
or bored again.
"There are so many bands out there
and many are crying out for players,
that you could be out every day of
the week playing with some bands.
"This in turn will lead to great social interaction with people of similar musical interests." Dr Michael Bonsor,
from the University of Sheffield's Department of Music, said: "Our research has clearly shown that playing in
brass bands can be beneficial for individual physical, psychological and social well-being.
"Players report perceived improvements in respiratory and
cardiovascular health, general fitness, cognitive skills,
mental well-being and social engagement.
"Our survey respondents particularly valued the
opportunities for community building, reporting a sense of
social bonding and belonging, not only within the brass
band world but also through their band's musical role in a
range of public events and fundraising activities for the
wider community."
He added: "We are hoping that these findings will
encourage people to participate in this sociable way of contributing to our physical and mental health."
The research was published in the journal Frontiers in Psychology: Performance Science.
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Carl Roberts - Bb Bass
My name is Carl Roberts and I play the
BB bass tuba. I was born in 1972 in
Marlborough. I went to primary school
in Milton Lilbourne and then Pewsey
Vale School. After leaving school, I
started work at Oare House and I have
been there since leaving school.
During this time, I went to Lackham
College for two years doing day
release whilst I continued to work at
Oare House.
My hobbies and interests include
following most sports, especially
cricket and football. I have supported
Swindon Town Football Club for more
than 35 years and have experienced
many highs and lows. I also was a
football referee for 15 years. My other
interests are music and films of which I
enjoy most genres. I also belong to
WAPS which is an agricultural
presentation group.
I met my partner, Rachael, in 1998 and
we have a daughter called Melanie,
aged 8 years, who goes to Oare
Primary School. Melanie plays in the
Training Band. My daughter enjoys
horse riding, karate, swimming and
music outside of school.
I joined the Training Band with my daughter in 2018 after we watched the Band performing at the Avenue
Day Nursery Fete. Marilyn asked me if I wanted to join and Rachael informed Marilyn that I used to play
trumpet at school. Melanie and I both started on tenor horn and then we moved to baritone. I later moved to
the Bb bass, or tuba as it sometimes known, in July 2019.

Our aim for the Phoenix Brass Training Band is to provide a friendly, fun and inclusive environment in which
to enjoy playing music and, in doing so, to lay the foundations for the next generation of brass players. Over
the years, several of our Training Band players have progressed to the Main Band where they are now
enjoying the varied music and playing at the many different engagements.
Phoenix Brass Training Band rehearse on Saturdays at Froxfield War Memorial Hall. We welcome
everyone, beginners, improvers and returners. We are a diverse group of youngsters and adults of varying
abilities. There is always something for everyone to get their teeth into and to suit most tastes. The less
experienced players can benefit from the support and guidance of some players from Main Band who
attend our rehearsals.
If you are interested in joining the Training Band, please contact Marilyn Mason on 01672 512634 or visit
www.phoenixbrassband.co.uk/training-band/ for more details.
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Finally, thought for the day from Marilyn Mason

Many thanks indeed to everyone who has kindly supplied photographs used in this edition of the
Flame.

Comments and Suggestions
We welcome them, good and bad. Despite previous requests we have not received any suggestions as to
what you would like to see included in the Flame. We do not want to assume that you are happy with the
content so, please, if anyone would like any specific inclusions in the Flame, do let one of us know. Any
comments or suggestions would be greatly appreciated.
Many thanks.
Email: r.fradgley@btinternet.com or watsondavid726@gmail.com

Stop Press!
David Watson has changed his email address to: watsondavid726@gmail.com

Remember to look at the band website for the up to date diary, news items and gallery of photographs:
www.phoenixbrassband.co.uk.
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Please note the following ‘public’ events / engagements:
Thursday, 16 January 2020
Annual Band Meeting at Froxfield War Memorial Hall, 7.30pm
Saturday, 28 March 2020
Training Band Coffee Morning with Music, Froxfield War Memorial Hall, 10.30am until 12 noon
Sunday, 19 April 2020
Concert at St Lawrence Church, Hungerford, 2.30pm
Sunday, 3 May 2020
Lambourn Vintage Machinery Society Show
Saturday, 9 May 2020
Band Dinner & Awards Evening, Royal British Legion, Hungerford, 7.00 for 7.30pm
Saturday, 13 June 2020
Training Band at the Froxfield Music and Beer Festival, Froxfield Village Green, timings to be confirmed
Saturday, 4 July 2020
Summer Fete at The Lakes Care Centre, South Cerney, Gloucestershire, timings to be confirmed
Saturday and Sunday, 11 and 12 July 2020
Market Lavington Vintage Meet Family Weekend, timings to be confirmed
Saturday, 25 July 2020
Marlborough Puppetry Festival, details and timings to be confirmed
Sunday, 26 July 2020
Concert at the Town Gardens Bandstand, Swindon, 3.00pm
Sunday, 6 September 2020
Pewsey Carnival Opening Service, details and timings to be confirmed
Sunday, 20 September 2020
Pewsey Carnival Closing Service, details and timings to be confirmed
Saturday, 5 December 2020
Annual Burbage Christmas Tree Sale, 12.45pm
Sunday, 6 December 2020
Christmas Concert at The Walwyn Hall, Lambourn, 4.00pm [Note strict ticket admission only]
Thursday, 17 December 2020
“Brass and Carols” at The Tipple Inn, Collingbourne Ducis, 7.30pm
Sunday, 20 December 2020
Band Christmas Concert at Marlborough Town Hall, 7.00pm
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Friends of Phoenix
Phoenix Brass are pleased that they can provide pleasure through their music to so many people and hope
that it can continue for many years. A brass band however is expensive to run and, though the players
themselves contribute a great deal, Phoenix Brass could not continue to operate in its success without the
support of others.
A supporters’ organisation, Friends of Phoenix, was formed in 1994. With a membership that includes
parents, relatives, friends and enthusiastic listeners they have supported the band in every possible way.
This highly enthusiastic support group has provided fund raising, refreshments for concerts, transport for
players and running social events for band members.
For an annual fee of just £5.00 each 'Friend' receives newsletters and concession tickets for admission to
certain events.
If you wish to become a member of Friends of Phoenix, or wish to renew an existing membership, and
support the band please complete the form below and hand it or post it to either:
Mr R Fradgley, The Dairy, 5 Green Farm Rise, Froxfield, Nr Marlborough, Wiltshire SN8 3YD; or
Mr D Watson, 1 Wheatsheaf Cottage, Ogbourne St Andrew, Marlborough, Wiltshire SN8 1RZ
Alternatively, you can pass the form to any band member or officer in an envelope clearly marked with your
name stating it is for membership to Friends of Phoenix.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Surname:…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…
Forename:……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Address:……………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………….Post Code ………………………………………….
Telephone Number…………………………………………………………………………………………………
Email address…...…………………………………………………………………………………………….
Please indicate by inserting a cross if you prefer all communications to be sent to the email address

Amount Enclosed…………………………..................................................................

Cheque/Cash
£.

Option to pay by standing order and completion of attached form…………………………………
Please indicate by inserting a cross if you are completing the Standing Order Form

Signature………………………………………………………Date………………………………………….........
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Friends of Phoenix Brass Band - Bankers Order

To .................................................................................................................................Bank / Building Society
...........................................................................................................................................................................
(FULL address of your Bank / Building Society)

...........................................................................................................................................................................
Please pay to Lloyds Bank, East Ham Branch, sort code – 30-92-93
for the credit of the account of Friends of Phoenix
Account Number - 68576860
the sum of £................
(Figures)

.............................................................................. with effect from the ...…. day of
(Words)

............................…20..…….and the same amount each year until further notice.

Name of your account to be debited................................................................................................................

Account Number

Sort Code

Signed...................................................................................Date ...................................................................
Address
...........................................................................................................................................................................
...............................................................................................Post Code..........................................................

Telephone Number…………………………….Email address……………...........................................................

Please do NOT return the form to your Bank.
Please return the completed and signed form to Mr D Watson or Mr R Fradgley
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