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A Message from David Watson, Musical Director, Phoenix Brass

We have now come to the end of another Summer Season. As I mentioned in the last edition of the Flame
there was a reduction in the number of Summer engagements, but we received some favourable comments
especially from members of the public at the Market Lavington Vintage Meet and Victoria Park Bandstand
in Newbury which, in my opinion, was one of the best performances and made me feel proud to front the
Band.
We now look forward to the winter season of engagements leading up to Christmas. Most people think of
Christmas Day and Boxing day, but Christmas starts for the Band on 1 December 2019 with a Concert in
the Catholic Hall, Lambourn which starts at 4pm. This is a Concert that I and the players look forward to
given the friendly and welcoming audience and lovely festive atmosphere. Thereafter, the Band is busy with
a further ten or so engagements before Christmas.
In the brass band world this time of the year marks the start of the contest season, so we wish all the bands
taking part the best of luck.
Since we had a light Summer, when compared to previous years, we look forward to a good December and
with Christmas comes the Christmas Draw. Once again, may I seek your help in purchasing or selling
tickets? The Band relies heavily on the income from both the Christmas and Summer Draws.
Thank you.
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I am very pleased to report that all the very hard work which takes place on a Saturday morning has ‘paid
off’ and several players have joined the Main Band section of Phoenix Brass. There is always a transition
period when players attend both sections, but the ultimate aim is to join Phoenix Brass Main Band and
wave ‘au revoir’ to the Training Band. This obviously leaves a big gap, but I am always very proud of
anyone who takes that step to extend their musical knowledge and open up their lives to all sorts of exciting
musical adventures.
And so, the ‘newbies’ become the experienced
players in the Training Band and thus we progress!
A big thank you to all the players and teachers for
their hard work and to you parents for transporting
your lovely children to Froxfield each Saturday.
And, looking forward…………Happy Christmas!!

Marilyn Mason
Training Band Director
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Thank you to everyone who supported the “Friends” Car Boot and Tabletop Sale at Froxfield War Memorial
Hall on Sunday, 6 October 2019. Thankfully, the weather improved from overnight and enabled 23 car boot
and tabletop sellers display their wares inside and outside the Hall.
A big thank you to those that came, contributed or supported this fundraising event which helped both the
War Memorial Hall and the Band. It was good to see some new faces and of course our old Friends
too. The event raised £240 for band funds.
As you know, we arrange a Grand Christmas Raffle Draw every year to help raise funds to meet the day-today costs associated with running the Band. Phoenix Brass is completely self-financing and does not have
any direct sponsorship or any regular financial input from any local authority or organisation and the Grand
Draw provides valuable income to the Band. The success of the Christmas draw is vital, and we rely heavily
on the goodwill of players and members to sell tickets. I do hope you can help us sell the Christmas Draw
tickets again this year. Your support is invaluable and greatly appreciated, thank you.
Betty Walley
Chair, Friends of Phoenix

Lottery Winners
August 2019

-

Carol Nash

September 2019

-

Ann Middleton

There are still some unsold numbers available should anyone like to purchase a new or additional bonus
balls. Please contact Marilyn Mason, 01672 512634 for further details.
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Marlborough Annual Civic Service at St Mary’s Church
In July 2019, the English Civil War Society re-enacted the Civil War of 1642 between the Parliamentarians
Army and the King’s Army in Marlborough. Mayors and dignitaries from across Wiltshire attended the
Marlborough Annual Civic Service at St Mary’s Church to celebrate this event at which the Town
Councillors gave a pledge to faithfully fulfil their duties to the best of their judgement and ability. Caroline
Peck was invited to attend the official function in her capacity as Band Chairman.
Caroline is pictured with Councillor Mervyn Hall, Mayor of Marlborough, and her mother. She is also
accompanied by a member of the English Civil War Society.

Ways to improve band……………………………..
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Everyone should play the same piece
During a concert stop at every repeat sign and discuss in detail whether to take the repeat or not. The
audience will love this a lot!
If you play a wrong note, give a nasty look to your partner
Always keep your fingering chart handy. You can always catch up with the others
The right note at the wrong time is a wrong note (and vice-versa)
If everyone gets lost except you, follow those who get lost
Strive to get the maximum NPS (notes per second). That way you gain the admiration of the
incompetent
Markings for slurs, dynamics and ornaments should not be observed. They are only there to embellish
the score and make it look nice
If a passage is difficult, slow down. If it's easy speed up. Everything will work itself out in the end
If you are completely lost, stop everyone else and say , "I think we should tune"
Happy are those who have not perfect pitch, for the kingdom of music is theirs
A wrong note played timidly is a wrong note. A wrong note played with authority is an interpretation
When everyone else has finished playing, you should not play any notes left over
Never, ever look at the conductor. He might mistake it for interest and try and put some real music in the
piece
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Players have been busy during the summer months performing at a variety of events which has seen them
travel across West Berkshire, Wiltshire and Hampshire to individual engagements. A selection of
photographs appear below, with more pictures available on via the News and Gallery pages on the website:
https://www.phoenixbrassband.co.uk
Stockfest at Stockcross 2019
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Fundraising Garden Fete at Prospect Hospice, Wroughton,
Swindon
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Prospect Hospice hosted its annual Garden Fete which brought the local community together to help raise
much needed money towards funding the ongoing care the hospice provides. Phoenix Brass was pleased
to be invited and play for this charitable event. The Band entertained the crowds as they attended the
traditional Garden Fete and browsed the various stalls. Notwithstanding a heavy shower during the
afternoon the Band played their usual varied repertoire of music under the baton of Anthony “Tug” Palmer.

Pewsey Carnival Opening Church Service and Light Switch On
A large crowd turned out for the Opening Service and Light Switch On to launch the 2019 Pewsey Carnival.
The Service was again held at Pewsey Fire Station and the Band performed a short Concert to the delight
of the local community prior to playing hymns for the Church Service.
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Pewsey Carnival Band Concert and Thanksgiving Service

Phoenix Brass returned to Pewsey for a small concert ahead of the customary annual Pewsey Carnival
Thanksgiving Service. A large audience gathered inside the Bouverie Hall to listen to the Band perform a
mixed repertoire of musical pieces ahead of the Church Service which was followed by trophy
presentations.
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Many thanks indeed to Samuel Parkin, Marilyn Mason and Richard Fradgley for supplying
photographs in this edition of the Flame.

Finally, thought for the day……………..

9

Remembrance 2019

The Band will be performing outside the Tesco Store in Tidworth on Saturday, 2 November 2019 from
10.00am with a selection of musical pieces to commemorate all those who have lost their lives in
conflicts.
On Remembrance Sunday, 10 November 2019, Phoenix
Brass will lead the traditional Remembrance Day Parade
in Marlborough with representatives from many
organisations laying their red poppy wreaths on the
roundabout memorial after the two minutes silence and
the sounding of the Last Post.
The Band will also be taking part in the Remembrance
Day Church Service.

Phoenix Brass
perform at
Remembrance 2018
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2017
Please note the following ‘public’ Festive engagements:
Sunday, 1 December 2019
Christmas Concert at The Walwyn Hall (previously The Catholic Hall), Lambourn,
4.00pm (Please note strict ticket admission only)
Saturday, 7 December 2019
25th Burbage Christmas Tree Sale, All Saints Church, Eastcourt, Burbage, 12 noon until 1.30pm
Thursday, 12 December 2019
“Brass & Carols” at The Tipple Inn, Collingbourne Ducis, 7.30pm
Saturday, 14 December 2019
Carols & Seasonal Tunes in Marlborough High Street, 10.00am until 4.00pm
Tuesday, 17 December 2019
Carols around the Christmas Tree at Froxfield War Memorial Hall at 7.15pm, followed by the
Grand Christmas Draw
Friday, 20 December 2019
Carols & Seasonal tunes at The Roebuck, Marlborough, 7.30pm
Saturday, 21 December 2019
Carols & Seasonal Tunes at Tesco Store, Tidworth, 10.00am

And looking forward to 2020…..
Sunday, 19 April 2020
Concert at St Lawrence Church, Hungerford, 2.30pm
Saturday, 9 May 2020
Band Dinner & Awards Evening, Royal British Legion, Hungerford, 7.00 for 7.30pm
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